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1 Will your party choose to take the 
health portfolio as a priority if in a 
position to do so?

The RCN recognises the challenging 
nature of the role of Health Minister 
within the Northern Ireland Executive. 
However, we do not agree that political 
responsibility for the health and well-
being of the people of Northern Ireland 
should be regarded by our political 
parties as some kind of poisoned 
chalice. The RCN believes that there 
is a strong consensus within health 
and social care on the priorities for 
the new Health Minister and that there 
will be considerable goodwill towards 
a Minister who is prepared to engage 
with organisations and individuals in 
determining a way forward. The RCN 
believes that it would be an important 
declaration of the political commitment 
to reform and modernise health and 
social care if our political parties would 

choose to take the health portfolio, if 
they are in a position to do so, when 
ministerial responsibilities are allocated 
after the election.

2 Does your party believe that public 
health priorities should be included 
in the Programme for Government?

The DHSSPS has a statutory responsibility 
to promote an integrated system of 
health and social care that is designed 
to secure improvements in the physical 
and mental health of people in Northern 
Ireland, promote the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of illness, 
address health inequalities and improve 
the social well-being of the people of 
Northern Ireland. The RCN believes 
that these public health priorities must 
be included in the Programme for 
Government for 2016-2021 in order to 
underline the collective responsibility 
and accountability of the Northern 

Ireland Executive for ensuring that they 
are delivered.

3a Will your party commit to 
establishing, chairing and 
facilitating a cross-party strategic 
group to deliver the reform and 
modernisation of the health service?

3b Will your party commit to 
establishing a review body for 
nursing in Northern Ireland to 
ensure that the profession is 
enabled and supported to facilitate 
the reform and modernisation of 
health and social care?

The RCN welcomed the establishment of 
the Expert Panel led by Professor Rafael 
Bengoa and supports its intention to 
build consensus across all political 
parties for the reform and modernisation 
of health and social care. The RCN 
believes that the outcomes of the 
Expert Panel will need to be reinforced 
by the establishment of a cross-party 
strategic group to deliver the reform and 
modernisation process that is agreed by 
the Expert Panel. We also believe that 
there is a need to establish a review 
body for nursing to ensure that the 
nursing workforce in Northern Ireland 
is equipped to deliver reform and 
modernisation by addressing a range of 
professional and workforce issues that 
are of concern to nurses and nursing.

4 If your party takes the health 
portfolio, will you commit to re-
establishing the HSC Partnership 
Forum for the DHSSPS, HSC 
employers and trade unions?

The RCN believes that the delivery of an 
effective health and social care system 
which delivers excellence and ensures 
better outcomes for the people of 
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