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The RCN supports Lords amendment 22, to place restrictions on age assessments. The 
introduction of this clause sets out that age assessments must only be undertaken 
where there is significant reason to doubt the age of a child.  The new clause 
necessitates that when making regulations on age assessments, the SoS cannot specify 
scientific methods to determine age unless there is “written approval from the relevant, 
medical, dental and scientific professional body, that the method is both ethical and 
accurate beyond reasonable doubt”. Inclusion of this clause would provide the RCN with 
assurance that nurses cannot be asked to undertake age assessments where methods 
are disputed and potentially harmful.  
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