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Introduction to this discussion paper

UK interest in Magnet has grown significantly in recent years. This has been
driven in part as a result of the Francis Inquiry and successive reports which
have focused on reforming nursing education and investing in numbers, skills-
mix and better retention.

The most significant of these reports - the Shape of Caring review - has
recommended that Health Education England (HEE), the body responsible for
directing education for nurses in England, should establish an expert group to
examine the potential of developing and implementing Magnet principles to improve
the education of the UK workforce and patient outcomes.!

This paper provides a short overview of the Magnet Recognition Programme
(as it has been formally known since 2002). This includes a description of what
Magnet actually is, a brief history of its development, information on the
application process and how it has affected nursing both in the United States
and internationally.

This paper also considers some of the key successes and potential challenges of the
Magnet model, without making DQ\ ILUP FRQFOXVLRQV DERXW O0DJQHW
The principal focus is on providing information around yZKDW ZKHQ DQG KRZY

KDW LV WKH pODIJQHW S5HFRJQLWLRQ 3URJUDPPHY"

More commonly known just as the pODJQHW $ZDU Gfpgraviided V
recognises excellence in nursing and was founded in 1990 by the American

Nurses Credentialing Centre (ANCC). The ANCC is the accreditation wing of

the American Nurses Association (ANA) - the principal professional association for

registered nurses in the United States. According to ANA, Magnet accreditation

tfecognises health care organisations for their quality patient care, nursing
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