
 
 

Royal College of Nursing (RCN) Parliamentary Briefing : Illegal Migration Bill  

The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) is the largest professional body and trade union for nursing staff 
in the world. We represent around half a million members who are registered  nurses, midwives, 
students, and nursing support workers across the United Kingdom and beyond.   
 
1. Background  

 
1.1 



 
 

3. Deportations  
 

3.1 The Illegal Migration Bill le gislates for the offshoring  �,�ÿ���Z���ê���š�V���R���Ã�R�}���`�$���Rystem and 
allows  for th e removal of anyone arriving in the UK irregularly  regardless of the 
validity of their asylum claim , to their home country where safe , or a third country - 
where their asylum claim will be processed .   
 

3.2 The use of third countries for the processing of as ylum claims , such as by Australia,  
has been widely criticised as offshore facilities  have been reported to lack 
appropriate health care and medicine s.2 
 

3.3 The Bill provides no specific prote ction to prohibit  the deportation of unaccompanied 
minors or victims of trafficking.  
 

3.4 Across the world , over 80% of trafficking survivors seek medical care within the first 
year of being trafficked.  3 Nurses are therefore key participants in identifying v ictims 
of trafficking , However , removing  protection s for victims of trafficking , the Bill would 
allow for any trafficking referrals made for those who arrive irregularly , to be 
disqualified and then for those people to be  depor ted . This means that traffick ing 
referrals made by nurses could lead to the deportation of trafficking survivors in 
their care.  
 

3.5 The RCN calls on Parliamentarians to ensure that the Government upholds it 
international obligations, including the principle o f non -refoulement  (i.e. that no 
person is returned to a country where they would be at risk of irreparable harm, 
persecution  or other human rights violations ), and to reject proposals which allow for 
the deportation o f people based on their method of arrival to the UK.  
 

4. Detention  
 
4.1 The Bill confers a legal duty on the Secretary of State ( SoS) to detain anyone who 

arrives irregularly, for 28 days  and allows for individuals to be detained for as long as 
there is a reasonable prospect of removal, with no exemptions for children or those 
with protected characteristics. 4 Such proposals risk  significantly increasing  the 
number of people held in immigratio n detention facilities .  
 

4.2 In the UK, conditions within asylum processing centres present significant 
challenges to the provision of healthca re. Detention facilities pose significant threat 
to �å�ê�Z�Ã�	�%�ê�ê�R�� health due to issues in infection control as evidence d by recent 
outbreaks of diphtheria within the Manston processing centre. 5    
 

4.3 A report into centre conditions found significant issues with  healthcare governance 
and that detainees were regularly held more than  24 hours in non -residential 

 
2 Australia: UN experts urge immediate medical attention to migrants in its offshore facilities | OHCHR  
3 Nurses play key role in identifying victims of human trafficking | ICN - International Council of Nurses  
4 Institute for Government: Insight paper - The Illegal Migration Bill: seven questions for the government to 
answer  
5 Home Office ignored warnings on diphtheria week s before Manston outbreak | The Independent  
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