


 
6. Keep nursing staff working with regular above inflation pay rises  
7. Ensure professionals can work free from discrimination, violence, bullying 
or harassment   
8. Protect professional safety and wellbeing with everything from breaks to 
PPE   
9. Nurse leaders at the heart of governments to lead for the profession  
10. Nursing innovation is a core component in tackling global health 
challenges 

 
 

2. How is the public perception of the nursing profession in your country? 
 
The first ever strike by NHS nurses has the highest level of support among the public, 
according to a new YouGov poll1. Two-thirds of the British public (66%) say they support 
the nurses’ strike, with 45% of people saying they “strongly” support it. Industrial action 
from ambulance staff is the next most likely to have a high level of support among 
Britons (63%), while strikes involving firefighters and teachers also have considerable 
public support (58% and 50% respectively). 
 
There is some indication that public support for the strikes may be dwindling, according 
to results from another polling organisation2: Ipsos’ latest poll shows 45% support the 
upcoming strike action by nurses in England, which is lower than the 50% who supported 
similar nurse strikes across the UK in December and 59% in November. However, still 
only 3 in 10 (30%) oppose the strikes. Support is significantly higher among 2019 Labour 
voters, 65% are in favour of the strikes while 2019 Conservative voters are half as likely 
to say the same (32%). 
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