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Summary  
 
�x 

and there is evidence that patients with STI symptoms are finding it more difficult to 
access appointments within 48 hours. 

 
�x Investment in contraception leads to significant savings elsewhere in the NHS. 

Furthermore, cutting public health funded elements of sexual and reproductive health 
provision risks increasing demand on other parts of the health system which are 
struggling, notably general practice. 

 
�x We therefore �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�K�L�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�¶�V���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���L�Q�W�R��

sexual health. Our submission reiterates the concerns we raised in our recent report 
�µSexual and reproductive Health: RCN report on the impact of funding and service 
changes in England�¶����In this, we argued that the cuts to public health budgets (and within 
that cuts to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) funding), combined with changes to the 
commissioning of SRH services, has left services at tipping point and risks undoing the 
progress achieved over the last two decades.1 

 
Recommendations for a ction on Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)

and allocate 
sufficient funding to ensure that consistent high quality public health services can meet 
the health needs of local populations in England.  
 

�x The funding mechanism for public health delivered by Government through Local 
Authorities (LAs) must be sustainable and equitable: the formula for funding public health 
should follow an assessment of local health needs rather than the ability of a local 
authority to generate funds. 
 

�x LAs must be required to provide assurance that they have allocated sufficient funding to 
support high quality SRH services and ensure that SRH services are delivered effectively. 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 The report is based on intelligence gathered our members, including from a survey of over 600 nurses working 
in sexual health and from our regional offices across England 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/713962/hpr2018_AA-STIs_v5.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/713962/hpr2018_AA-STIs_v5.pdf
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/public-and-population-health/public-health-budgets
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/public-and-population-health/public-health-budgets
https://www.fsrh.org/news/fsrh-statement-data-srh-services-nhs-digital/
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/public-and-population-health/public-health-budgets
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/public-and-population-health/public-health-budgets
http://theagc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-FOI-audit-press-release-1.pdf
http://theagc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-FOI-audit-press-release-1.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/sep/01/sexual-health-clinics-in-england-see-record-demand-amid-budget-cuts
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/sep/01/sexual-health-clinics-in-england-see-record-demand-amid-budget-cuts
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sexually-transmitted-infections-stis-annual-data-tables  
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https://www.bashh.org/news/news/dramatic-increase-in-syphilis-and-gonorrhoea-leave-sexual-health-services-at-tipping-point/
https://www.bashh.org/news/news/dramatic-increase-in-syphilis-and-gonorrhoea-leave-sexual-health-services-at-tipping-point/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sexually-transmitted-infections-stis-annual-data-tables
https://www.fpa.org.uk/influencing-sexual-health-policy/unprotected-nation-2015
https://www.fpa.org.uk/influencing-sexual-health-policy/unprotected-nation-2015
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-42771665
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/5yfv-web.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488090/SRHandHIVStrategicPlan_211215.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488090/SRHandHIVStrategicPlan_211215.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/142592/9287-2900714-TSO-SexualHealthPolicyNW_ACCESSIBLE.pdf
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/public-and-population-health/public-health-budgets
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/public-and-population-health/public-health-budgets
http://www.ox.ac.uk/research/why-cutting-spending-public-health-false-economy
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