SUBMISSION: Health and Social Care Select Committee inquiry into Antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) T June 2018

Key summary
We welcomed the five year strategy; ‘UK Five Year Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy 2013’ %,
produced by the Department of Health and continue to believe the commitment to lead, and
succeed in combating AMR on the national, and international stage is positive and necessary
for the UK and global population health.

The persistent and rising resistance to antimicrobials, antifungals and antivirals presents a real
and concerning risk to population health in the UK and across the globe. Additionally we are
concerned about the emerging resistance to disinfectants used to support decontamination of
items used to deliver care.

The prevention of infection within and outside of health and social care settings is central to
reducing the impact of AMR in human and animal health. There is more to be done to ensure
that health care professionals and the public are aware, and understand the importance of how
to minimise the development and spread of infections.

The prevention of infection should not be considered in a silo, and efforts to reduce the impact
of AMR must not be focused only on health care in hospital settings. Encouraging a healthy
lifestyle through public health campaigns is essential. Vaccinations, healthy diet, hydration,
regular exercise, and stopping smoking must be central to a future strategic approach.

The future AMR strategy should focus on embedding prevention, promotion and wellbeing into
all nursing practice to prevent ill health

: which if established,
presents a significant risk to the ability to treat the most serious of infections in the most
vulnerable of patients;

- Upskilling health care staff to prescribe well;

- Informing the public about the effective use of antibiotics, and when they are necessary;,
- Investment in science and research into new antimicrobials;

- Investment in translating innovations in research and

reduction programmes with those working to reduce the burden of non-communicable
diseases and sustainable development goals (SDG).

! Department of Health, UK 5 Year AMR Strategy 2013 to 2018’ 2013. Accessed July 2018. Available here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-5-year-antimicrobial-resistance-strategy-2013-t0-2018
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