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In order to do this, we strongly urge the Joint Committee on the Draft Health Service Safety

Investigations Bill to revisit the purpose and intent of the Bill, and to ensure that it is

underpinned by principles and detail which reflect our following concerns:

The framing and approach within this Bill

The stated intenWLRQ RI WKLV OHJLVODWLRQ LV 3WR EULQJ DERXW

which lead to and/or contribute to a safety incident. However, in its current form, the Bill
currently starts from a position that it is the actions of one individual or a group of individuals
providing frontline services who fail to care safely and effectively, which results in an
Ynavoidable “death.

In any incident, a system must credibly and adequately analyse the range of factors and
circumstances which led to a mistake or failure, and identify learning to apply for the prevention
of future problems. This must take into account both local (micro) and national (macro) systems,
including policy making and wider governance of the health and care system, so that learning
can be applied at all levels of accountability.

At the highest level of accountability for patient care, policy-makers are responsible for decisions
about what health and care can be delivered for the population through NHS-funded and local-
authority funded care, irrespective of provider, as well as funding levels to meet these needs.
There is currently a lack of political will to have this conversation transparently with the public -
which means that there is increasing variation in access to services and patient outcomes.
System leaders and frontline professionals are both operating within financial constraint and are
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