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Royal College of Nursing’s (RCN) consultation response: Introducing ‘Opt Out’ 
Consent for Organ and Tissue Donation in England, March 2018.  
 
This consultation response details the RCN’s UK wide position on a soft-opt out system for 
organ and tissue donation, and will cover the issues raised by our members, and those that 
are within our remit to comment on. 
 
RCN UK position statement  
 
The Royal College of Nursing supports an opt-out system of consent for organ and tissue 
donations after death, where there is evidence that certain safeguards, supports and 
resources are in place.  
 

the questions for the members living in this country to reflect devolved differences.  
 
Following extensive consultation, 71% of RCN members were in favour of an opt-out 
system of consent for organ and tissue donation (rating between 7 and 10 on a scale 
of 0-10 from opt-in to opt-out).   
 
The safeguards, supports and resources we would expect to accompany any soft opt-out 
system are: 

 Sufficient resources are made available to define and support the additional 
infrastructure and capacity required to increase the rate of successful donations, 
including increased and sustainable investment in the number of Specialist Nurses in 
Organ Donation, before any opt-out system is introduced. 

 An evaluation is commissioned to assess the medium-

 Governments start an awareness and education programme for all health care 
professionals, tailored to the needs of specific groups, no less than a year before any 
change to an opt-out system, and then sustain that programme. Clear and up-to-date 
guidance on the operation of any opt-out scheme is available to all health care staff. 

 Trained health professionals must discuss the expressed wishes of the deceased 
person with the person’s family, where contactable, before any donation proceeds. If 
a family does not want a donation to go ahead it will not be forced. 

 The opt-out system is limited to adults only (as defined in each UK country). Consent 
for donations from children and young people should continue to be addressed by 
existing opt-in / parental consent arrangements. 



https://www.nmc.org.uk/news/news-and-updates/new-figures-show-an-increase-in-numbers-of-nurses-and-midwives-leaving-the-professions/
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/get-involved/promoting-donation-hub/share-statistics/organ-donation-by-county/


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-blood-and-transplant-annual-report-and-accounts-2016-to-2017
https://hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/7%20-%20Proposed%20budgets%20for%202017-18.pdf
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