
 
 

The Royal College of Nursing response to the QNI/QNIS Standards for Senior 
General Practice Nurse Education and Practice Project. 

 
With a membership of around 435,000 registered nurses, midwives, health visitors, 
nursing students, health care assistants and nurse cadets, the Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN) is the voice of nursing across the UK and the largest professional 
union of nursing staff in the world. RCN members work in a variety of hospital and 
community settings in the NHS and the independent sector. The RCN promotes 
patient and nursing interests on a wide range of issues by working closely with the 
Government, the UK parliaments and other national and European political 
review and enhance the NMC Standards for Specialist Practice for General Practice 
Nursing, which were written in 1994, to reflect contemporary GPN education and 
practice. The project commenced in January 2016 and has been guided by a project 
advisory group that the RCN have been involved in and reflects a range of 
perspectives across the four UK countries.  

The new standards have been written as practice outcomes to describe what senior 
GPNs should be able to do in practice. They are focused on the role of the Senior 
GPN (SGPN) and have been designed to reflect the requirements of this role 
working in new models of care and to reflect the rapid changes in General Practice 
and broader primary care. They are NOT designed to be for nurses new to General 
Practice and a separate stream of the project is developing standards to reflect the 
requirements of educational preparation at this level. Neither are they aimed at 
Advanced Nurse Practitioners working within GPN. 

The QNI and QNIS have provided a consultation phase, via a survey monkey, and 
the link to this and the proposed standards have been widely disseminated across 
RCN networks to allow members to contribute to the development of the final 
standards. This response is a reflection of that consultation period and the 
responses given by RCN professional forums and members.  

 

Survey monkey questions and RCN responses 

Do the practice standards broadly reflect your expectations of the 
contemporary and future role of the senior GPN?  

Yes.  

Please briefly comment if you have answered NO.  

Are there any practice standards that are unnecessary? 

No.  




