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Response to  

N�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�D�W�D���*�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���I�R�U���+�H�D�O�W�K���	���&�D�U�H�¶�V���5�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���'�D�W�D���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\����

Consent & Opt -Outs Consultation  

  

Background  

The RCN participated in the review on which this consultation is based and has signed up in 

principle to its key proposals. 

 

General comments  

We welcome the recommendations and see them in total as being a good way of providing 

and promoting good practice in data handling across the health and care system in England. 

However, we feel that there is a danger that they may be perceived negatively by health and 

of their responsibility to continue making statutory disclosures even if no consent is 

secured or possible, for instance in relation to safeguarding children and /or vulnerable adults.  

Lastly, t�K�H���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���µconsent and opt-�R�X�W�V�¶��is potentially confusing, and we recommend 

rephrasing �D�V���µ�F�R�Q�V�H�Q�W, withholding consent and opting-out�¶, to ensure clarity for both those 

using, and those subject, to the new arrangements. 

 

Responses to Key Consultation Questions  

Q3:  If the Department of Health or other organisations were to create further opportunities to 

engage on data security and the consent/opt-out model, would you be interested in 

attending? If so where would you find it helpful an event to be held? 







 




