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Royal College of Nursing response to NHS England and NICE consultation on 

Proposals for a New Cancer Drugs Fund (CDF) Operating model from 1st April 

2016 

 

Introduction 

With a membership of around 430,000 registered nurses, midwives, health visitors, 

nursing students, health care assistants and nurse cadets, the Royal College of 

Nursing (RCN) is the voice of nursing across the UK and the largest professional 

union of nursing staff in the world. RCN members work in a variety of hospital and 

community settings in the NHS and the independent sector. The RCN promotes 

patient and nursing interests on a wide range of issues by working closely with the 

Government, the UK parliaments and other national and European political 

institutions, trade unions, professional bodies and voluntary organisations.  

Background 

This consultation seeks views on the planning and consideration and future 

sustainability of the Cancer Drugs Fund (CDF) and the proposal for a new operating 

model of a new fund which is aligned with adapted NICE processes.  The proposal is 

that the fund should become a “managed access” fund with criteria for entry and exit, 

including a provision for some drugs to be given “conditional approval” by NICE 

before all the evidence is collected to enable a final appraisal decision.  

The RCN welcomes the opportunity to feed-in to this consultation, RCN members 

have a vital role in shaping cancer services and treatment, nurses provide expert 

clinical care and continuity from first diagnosis, and have a unique understanding of 

the whole patient pathway. 

General comments 

Many people’s lives are touched by cancer and the RCN welcomes the significant 

progress that has been made in improving cancer services in recent years and 

welcomes the government’s overall commitment to improving outcomes for cancer 

patients.  

The RCN has previously called for a greater role of NICE in the Cancer Drugs Fund 

approval process and for greater transparency in how the Cancer Drugs Fund is 

accessed and how the money is spent. NICE is a widely respected organisation with 

a global reputation, NICE methodology has been developed over time to respond to 

the needs of society and ensuring access to new and innovative treatments and on 

the whole has successfully balanced this with public expectations for the NHS. 
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