




3

The background document outlines several challenges to work-life balance and women's participation
in the labour market.

*Do you agree with the description of the challenges?

Yes
No
Partially
Don't know

Are there any other challenges that should be taken into account?

Yes
No
Don't know

Challenge 1

200 character(s) maximum 

The impact of austerity measures and public sector pay restraint, particularly

on women

Challenge 2

200 character(s) maximum 

The challenge of an ageing workforce with workers needing to work longer until

pension age, particularly the cumulative impact of shift working in healthcare

B. Policy areas

The background document outlines several key policies that have a positive impact on work-life
balance and women’s participation in the labour market. These policy areas include:

* Childcare
* Long-term care services
* Family-related leave arrangements for both women and men
* Flexible working arrangements for both women and men 
* Tax-benefit systems that make work pay for both partners

*Do you agree that the above list of policy areas is accurate and complete?

Yes
No
Partially
Don't know

Below is a list of possible policy measures. 

*

*
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Currently, the EU financially supports Member States in their implementation of work-life
balance policies through its funds, notably the European Social Fund and European Regional
Development Fund. 
Do you find the current funds and their regulations effective in supporting work-life balance?

Yes
No
Don't know

*Do you think that the EU could provide clearer guidance to national/regional/local authorities
on how existing EU funds could be used to financially support work-life balance?

Yes
No
Don't know

* In your view, is there a need for further awareness raising activities on work-life balance
policies?

Yes
No
Don't know

*Who should be in the main target group for any awareness-raising activities? Please select 3
from the list below.

at most 3 choice(s)
National authorities
Local / regional authorities
NGOs
Employers
Employees
General public
Other
Don't know

In your view, how effective would the possible new EU-level measures mentioned below be in
addressing work-life balance challenges?

Very
effective

Effective
Not very
effective

Not
effective
at all

Don't
know

*1. Improved EU-level
legislation

*2. Strengthened EU-level
policy guidance

*

*

*

*

*
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*3. Enhanced monitoring of
work-life balance issues at
EU-level and public reporting
of the findings

*4. More exchanges of good
practice amongst Member
States and stakeholders

*5. EU-level benchmarks

*6. Strengthened EU-level
financial support

*7. Clearer guidance to
national/regional/local
authorities on how existing
EU funds can be used

*8. Further awareness-raising
activities

*9. Other measures

Do you think the effectiveness of the above individual measures could be increased by
combining them with others?

Yes
No
Don't know

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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If you have any additional comments and/or suggestions, feel free to use the open answer box
below.

1500 character(s) maximum 

With a membership of over 420,000, the RCN represents nurses and nursing,

promotes excellence in practice and shapes health policies.  
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