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Key summary
X Our health and social care services are at a critical juncture. The report by the National Audit
Office (NAO)? system, as they are inextricably linked.

X  Moreover, we believe there is a building concern amongst the health and social care
professionals about the capacity, and especially the funding, of the health and social care
system to deliver against patients and the publics’ expectation about what the system can
deliver. Exploring what our health and care system should provide and should do in the coming
decades will necessitate an open and honest discourse, between the political establishment and
the public about what they want and are willing to pay for the NHS to provide. This will also
require discussion of citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

x  For the health and social care system to be sustainable, significant decisions and changes must
be made. Failure to fund both health and social care effectively, or address people’s needs
through design and delivery of integrated services, will negatively impact on both funding and
outcomes. These two aspects of care and support are fundamentally connected and
interdependent and must sit alongside:

- The development a long-term nursing workforce strategy to deliver the multi-skilled workforce
we need for the future. However, reforms to nursing education has uncoupled the training of
staff required from NHS funding and this carries with it considerable risk.

- Recruiting and retaining nurses through fair pay, terms and conditions. We have called for the
government to scrap the 1% public sector pay cap for NHS staff to help address the current
nursing workforce shortage.

X While not in the same league as the funding gap, there remain savings and improvements that
can be realised through better engagement with NHS staff: through increased and better use of
technology; via changes to the way in which the NHS procures and purchases goods; and
through an increase in the number of NHS services taking action to address their environmental
and climate change impacts.

1. Along term and sustainable funding settlement for health and social care

1.1 The Government has made a number of attempts to address the funding crisis in health and
most recently, in social care. However, these commitments are in reality only a ‘sticking plaster’,
and risk compromising not only the delivery of services but also the quality of patient care.

1 National Audit Office, Financial sustainability of the NHS, November 2016















