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Dear Sir/Madam

Safeguarding in the NHS - Accountability and Assurance Framework refresh

With a membership of around 423,000 registered nurses, midwives, health visitors, nursing students,
health care assistants and nurse cadets, the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) is the voice of nursing
across the UK and the largest professional union of nursing staff in the world. RCN members work in a
variety of hospital and community settings in the NHS and the independent sector. The RCN promotes
patient and nursing interests on a wide range of issues by working closely with the Government, the UK
parliaments and other national and European political institutions, trade unions, professional bodies and

be quite a lot of unnecessary paragraphs and repetition in respect of the Local Safeguarding Children’s
Board/ Local Authority.

Many commented about the intended audience and purpose. The initial version was clearly aimed at
health commissioners, whilst the refresh appears to have a mix of audience between providers and
commissioners.
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The RCN is a Royal College set up by Royal Charter and a special Register Trade Union
established under the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992.
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