
help us to contact you if we have further questions.  

 
 
Dr Ann McMahon, Royal College of Nursing. ann.mcmahon@rcn.org.uk  
(NB this response was compiled by RCN Research Society steering committee 
members Professor Ruth Harris and Professor Danny Kelly and it drew on responses 
submitted by RCN members) 
 

 

Please provide evidence and views in relation to the following themes: 

1. Strategic decision -making  

 
Following consultation, the Royal College of Nursing believe that strategic decision-making 
about funding priorities from Research councils should be more transparent and more inclusive 
of the views of �Z�v�}�v-�u�����]�����o�[���Z�����o�š�Z�����v�����•�}���]���o��professionals and service users.  Health and 
social care is inherently complex and research is needed that reflects this complexity when 
priorities are set and strategic decisions taken. 
 
The Medical Research Council emphasizes its role in supporting discovery science, but we 
believe this has the potential to omit much evidence generation and testing of innovation in 
what we would term the caring sciences. This might include, for example interventions in 
rehabilitation, palliative care, psychological and social support, chronic disease management 
and long term care �t �š�Z�����l�v�}�Á�o�����P�����Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���������Ç���š�Z�}�•�����]�v�À�}�o�À�������]�v���š�Z�������Z�•�Z���Œ�‰�����v���[���}�(�������Œ����
provision and required to enable the clinical application of scientific discovery.   
 
�K�µ�Œ�����À�]�����v�������]�v���]�����š���•���š�Z���š���š�Z���Œ�����]�•���v�}���}���À�]�}�µ�•���Z�Z�}�u���[���(�}�Œ���š�Z���������Œ�]�vg sciences within the current 

priority to provide clinically, cost effective health and social care across the human lifespan.  
 
The research councils could gain insights from some of the health-related charities, where 
excellent partnerships have been developed which have successfully shaped decision making 
and strategies to ensure the priorities of users - as well as researchers - are considered. For 
example see the work of the James Lind Alliance (http://www.lindalliance.org/), and the Stroke 
Asso���]���š�]�}�v�[�•���v���Á���Œ���•�����Œ���Z���•�š�Œ���š���P�Ç���~http://www.stroke.org.uk/research/stroke-association-
research-strategy).  





http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/research_and_innovation/career/nurserepresentation
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