Dr Ann McMahon, Royal College of Nursing. ann.mcmahon@rcn.org.uk

(NB this response was compiled by RCN Research Society steering committee
members Professor Ruth Harris and Professor Danny Kelly and it drew on responses
submitted by RCN members)

Please provide evidence and views in relation to the following themes:

1. Strategic decision -making

Followng consultation, the Royal College of Nursing believe tinategjic decisiormaking
about funding prioritiesrom Research councishould be more transparent and more inclusiv
oftheviewsofZviu ] o[ Z o038Z vyprofedsipmlsandserviceusas. Healthand
socialcare is inherently complex and research is needed that reflects this complexity when
priorities are set and strategecisions taken.

The Medical Research Council emphasizes its role in supporting discovery science, but w
believethis has the potential tamit much evidence generation and testing of innovation in
what we would termthe caring scienced his might include, for example interventions in
rehabilitation, palliative care, psychological and social support, chronic dise@asagement
andlongtermcarea $Z Iv}Ao P E «p]E C 3Z}+ ]JvA}oA v 3z
provision and required to enable the clinical application of scientific discovery
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priority to provide clinicallycost effective health and social care across the humamlifes

The research councils could gain insightsn some of the healtlelated charities, where
excellent partnerships have been developed which have successfully stapstn making
andstrategies to ensuréhe priorities of users as well as reseahers- are considegd. For
exampleseethe work of the James Lind Alliandgtp://www.lindalliance.org)), andthe Stroke
Asso] §]}v[e v A E + Ehip:HEdRy.Strdk€org.uk/research/strokeassociation
researchstrateqy).









http://www.rcn.org.uk/development/research_and_innovation/career/nurserepresentation
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