
 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

RCN Forum Annual Report 2023 
 

Forum Name: Bladder and Bowel Forum 
 
Introduction:  
 
The RCN Bladder and Bowel forum has played a pivotal role in working with other 
organisations in lobbying for evidence-based Continence (Bladder and Bowel) care. We 
have contributed to National guidelines, research, commissioning documents, and the 
setting of national standards for continence service.  
 
The Committee have continued to support National groups that have met both virtually 
and face to face this year, by representing the RCN on the projects helps to inform and 
shape future Bladder and Bowel pathways. Working collaboratively and in partnership 
with other interested groups to highlight the discrepancies in Bladder and Bowel across 
the United Kingdom and we have successfully recruited to vacancies within the steering 
group which reflects the membership across the UK to strengthen our offer.  
 
The Steering committee have reviewed and updated the Bowel Care Management of 
Lower Bowel Dysfunction, including Digital Rectal Examination and Digital Removal of 
Faeces Guidelines and the Catheter Care Guidance for Health Care Professionals, these 
are both with Publishing and Production.  
The Steering Committee have also been working with the IT department to relaunch the 
Bladder and Bowel Learning Resource in a more interactive format. 

Membership of the forum  
 

▪ Total number of forum members: 3406 
▪ First choice membership: 1262 
▪ The Forum has an active Facebook 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/


 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

Secretary of State for Health & Social Care, NHS England , CQC, and all 
healthcare professionals to make it mandatory that all patients  in primary 
care, at hospital admission and in the community setting, whether presenting 
ƵŇƘŃɌŇţĝŪţƘŇţĨţĝĨɌŪƉɌţŪƘȡɌƉĨĝĨŇƴĨɌɌāɌɌĝŪţƘŇţĨţĝĨɌāƐƐĨƐƐŢĨţƘȠɀȡɌ_ŪƵĨƴĨƉɌƵĨɌ
were unsuccessful but plan to put another agenda item in for Congress 2024. 
 

➢ Webinars 

The forum held  a series of lunchtime webinars this year: 

▪ Webinar 1 - Fundamentals of Continence 16 March 2023  
▪ Webinar 2 - Bowel Management in Spinal Injury - 21 June 2023 

 
Further webinars on Catheter Care, Bowel Care and Challenges in continence care which 

http://www.rcn.org.uk/
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▪ Bladder and Bowel care ȹ

http://www.rcn.org.uk/

