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Consultation Questions

Part 1: Lessons Learned

Learning the lessons from the experiences of the Covid-19 pandemic was a key recommendation
from Audit Scotland. As part of the PPE Futures Programme, the Scottish Government has
undertaken work to understand the lessons learned from the Covid-19 pandemic. The Scottish
Government has been working with various stakeholders to capture these lessons. Please indicate
whether you agree with the key findings:

1. Effective mechanisms of collaboration and communication between the Scottish Government and
stakeholders are an integral part of facilitating the supply of PPE in pandemic circumstances and
must be implemented into any future strategy.
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3.2 Do you have a view on how much the organisations or sectors that share the PPE stockpile
should contribute to its costs? If yes, please expand on your answer (preferably no more than 300
words).

Yes

No

4. Do you think that public sector organisations working together with the NHS to buy PPE together
would help support the Scottish PPE manufacturing base?

Yes

No

No preference

4.1 Do you think that public sector organisations working together with the NHS to buy PPE together
would help Scotland to be more resilient in the event of a future pandemic?

Yes

No

No preference

4.2 For public sector respondents: Would your organisation be willing to participate in a
collaborative buying approach for pandemic PPE with the NHS?

Yes

No

No preference

4.3 Please detail any other views that you have on the proposed cross public sector collaboration
with the NHS on pandemic PPE supply (preferably no more than 300
words).

Any lessons learned about the efficiency and efficacy of cross public sector collaboration on PPE
supply might usefully be applied to



6. Do you agree with the proposed pandemic PPE supply arrangements for your organisation or
sector? If no, please describe what you believe should change (preferably no more than 300 words).
Yes

No

No preference

RCN does not have ‘an organisation or sector’ in the sense that these terms are used in this
consultation. Our members work in multiple organisations and sectors, sometimes holding
positions in more than one organisation or sector at the same time. We have already commented
on our priorities for the proposed pandemic PPE supply arrangements but in terms of issues with
the process during the current pandemic, we wish to highlight that...

During the first few months of the pandemic in particular, RCN Scotland and others repeatedly
raised concerns around the supply of and guidance around the use of PPE across both health and
social care settings. These concerns centred around three main issues: supply and access to PPE,
guidance around the use of PPE and the re-use of single use PPE or the use of expired PPE. In
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