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Roles and responsibilities of the RCN Executive Team and RCN Council –  
Guidance Document 

 
This document aims to set out the key roles and responsibilities for the RCN 
Executive Team and the RCN Council.  It explains the composition and purpose of the 
RCN Executive Team and the RCN Council and highlights the differences between 
the two. 

1) The RCN Council  

Composition of the RCN Council 

The RCN Council was incorporated by Royal Charter in 1928 by the then King, King 
George the Fifth.  A Royal Charter is a governance document, granted by a monarch, 
that forms a new corporate body and sets out the way in which it should be directed 
and controlled.   

Paragraph 7.1 of the RCN’s Royal Charter states: 

There shall be a Council of the College which shall have the general control and 
management of the administration of the College and may exercise all the powers 
vested in it by law. 

As the RCN Council is enshrined in the Royal Charter, the RCN is legally bound to 
ensure that it has a Council.   

The composition of the RCN Council is set out in the RCN’s Standing Orders, which 
are the written rules of the RCN used to allow for the operation of internal 
governance.  They confirm the RCN’s internal organisational and administrative 
procedures.  In accordance with the Standing Orders, paragraph 7.2 says: 

There shall be 17 Council Members comprising the President, Deputy President, 14 
Council Members elected in accordance with Standing Orders and the Chair of 
Congress ex officio1. The Chair of Congress shall be a non- voting Council Member. 

Therefore, the RCN Council comprises 17 members as set out above, all of whom are 
elected by their wider constituencies across the four nations of England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  Council is led by a Chair, who is supported by a Vice 
Chair.  These two positions, along with the Honorary Treasurer, are elected from 
amongst the Council members.  Like the Chair of Congress, the President and Vice 
President are ex officio members.  Council members, with the exception of the Chair 
of Council and President of Council, receive no emoluments for providing their time 
and expertise to Council.  Council members must be registered nurses, with the 
exception of the Student Member, who must be a nursing student, and the Nursing 
Support Worker Member, who must be a Nursing Support Worker. 

Purpose of the RCN Council 
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