






From refugee to 
registered nurse

4 NURSING HISTORY NOW

Jane Brooks, Deputy Director of the UK Centre for the History of Nursing 
and an RCN History of Nursing Society committee member, explains how 
nursing provided a new start for Jewish women fleeing Nazi Europe
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8 NURSING HISTORY NOW

Iron lungs helped infected patients to breathe – but caring 
for those encased within them was no easy task

‘Metal prisons’: nursing 
patients with polio in 
1950s Northern Ireland







Sarah Rogers is a doctoral student at 
the University of Hudders�eld, and the 




















