
















The devastating impact of polio and 
the gruelling treatment it sometimes 
involved is today largely forgotten in 
the UK. The introduction of a vaccine in 
the mid-1950s led to a dramatic decline 
in cases and today polio has been 
almost completely eliminated across the 
globe. But for nurses and patients who 
lived through polio epidemics, it was a 
harrowing experience. 

RCN History of Nursing Society member 
Lorna Finlay recalls her nurse training 
at the Northern Ireland Fever Hospital, 
























